COASTAL AMERICA 2007 AWARDS PROGRAM

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD NOMINATION FORM


1. Name of Nominated Organization:

Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Office of Coastal Management

2. Nomination Submitted by--

Name: Brenda Culler-Gautschi

Title: Public Information Officer and Education Coordinator

Agency or Organization: ODNR Office of Coastal Management
Address: 105 West Shoreline Drive

City, State and Zip:  Sandusky, OH 44870

Tel: 419-626-7980 x4100

Fax: 419-626-7983

Email: brenda.culler-gautschi@dnr.state.oh.us 

3. Contact Information for Nominated Organization (if different than above)--

Name: same

Title: same

Agency or Organization: same

Address: same

City, State and Zip:  same

Tel: 419-626-7980 

Fax: same

Email: coastal@dnr.state.oh.us 

4. Explain how the organization demonstrated leadership in establishing partnerships.

The effort to develop the Ohio Coastal Atlas was initiated in the spring of 2004 by the ODNR Office of Coastal Management. The first atlas edition, printed in 2005, was developed from information, data sets and mapping readily available within ODNR and partner agencies.  The first edition, regarded somewhat as a draft and vehicle to obtain additional data, was distributed in 2005 to a limited number of organizations and individuals with an interest in and/or knowledge about Lake Erie and its coastal resources.  First edition Atlas recipients were encouraged to make comments regarding the usefulness of the document and provide additional information, data sets, pictures, graphs and text for inclusion in the second edition. Additionally, the Office of Coastal Management hosted a series of six Coastal Counties Forums in 2005 which served, in part, as a venue to present the Atlas concept to local officials, environmental groups and others attending the meetings. Along with establishing additional partnerships and developing ways to work with our coastal constituents, the forums also served as a means to obtain information for inclusion in the second atlas edition. The Second Edition Ohio Coastal Atlas integrates comments received from within ODNR and external sources, innovations suggested by Office of Coastal Management staff and our partners, updated maps and site-specific focus areas.
5. Describe how the organization’s leadership efforts contribute to Coastal America’ mission to protect, preserve and restore coastal resources.
The state of Ohio recognizes the importance of managing its coastal resources by establishing the Ohio Coastal Management Program (OCMP). The OCMP, administered by the ODNR Office of Coastal Management, involves the coordinated coastal management efforts of various state agencies and local organizations. The Office of Coastal Management provides assistance and support through grants, technical assistance and education programs to state agencies, local governments, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, businesses and individuals who share a vested interest in the Lake Erie region. 
In the effort to place vital information in their hands, the Office of Coastal Management, in partnership with many groups and organizations, created the Ohio Coastal Atlas, Second Edition. The Ohio Coastal Atlas is intended to serve as a reservoir of information that will help decision makers in their daily efforts and also provide valuable insight to individuals interested in Lake Erie and Ohio’s coast. The Atlas shares information through maps, text, graphics, pictures and contact sources, and provides a framework for recognizing relationships and interactions between natural resources and human actions. 
Through a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration grant, the Office of Coastal Management was able to print 3,000 copies of the Ohio Coastal Atlas, Second Edition, create a DVD version of the Atlas, and make the document available on our website at www.Ohiodnr.com/coastal. The printed copies are being distributed to local officials and decision makers, public libraries, the media, contributors, coastal states and partner agencies, and to the public upon request. DVD copies will be available after the printed copies are exhausted.  By giving local officials and individuals a tool to help understand how the environment, human activity and economic factors interact, we can better ensure that Ohio’s valuable coastal resources will be protected, restored and enhanced for the benefit of this and future generations. 

Through tapping the informational resources of established partner agencies and piloting the document in order to strengthen existing partnerships and create new ones, the Office of Coastal Management has experienced success in creating the Ohio Coastal Atlas. The most positive feedback that we have received from the Atlas project is that other coastal states are planning to use the Ohio Coastal Atlas as a model to map their own coastal resources. 
