
One of the goals of the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium is to create a national awareness of the Mississippi River and the importance of the river to our future.  This will be accomplished not only through museum exhibits and films, but by a broadly focused awareness campaign.  While not strictly vertical infrastructure, there will be vertical instructional elements which will be a part of this national effort, including the permanent exhibit Rivers to the Sea which is part of the Great Rivers Center.

The Museum & Aquarium, under the direction of Teri Goodmann, is leading a convening of 35 organizations to achieve these goals.  McKnight Foundation has provided three grants totaling $576,000 to plan these efforts.  It is anticipated that this important work will continue through the Great Rivers Center as its nucleus.  

On May 4-6, 2005, thirty-three river-focused organizations met in Dubuque for a Mississippi River Restoration Collaborative Assessment and Planning Workshop.  A Mississippi River Vision was developed to address three issues which have an effect on the health of the watershed: Water, Land, and People.

The Mississippi River, with its Basin and Delta, is a national treasure

which should be protected, restored and enjoyed.

Goals were developed to implement changes in restoration, communications and organizational behavior necessary to share this vision with all people who live along the waterways and watershed of the Mississippi River Basin, as well as the whole nation.  

The goals of this project are to: outline a Restoration Plan to identify key outcomes for the Mississippi River to the Gulf which will be based on scientifically sound benchmarks for Land, Water, and People; unite our organizations with strong internal communication tools, designate a steering committee, and engage key partners from the river community at large; and develop a public awareness campaign for the River to raise awareness of the value of the Mississippi River, its communities, tributaries, bluff lands and the coastal delta. 

Participating organizations include the following:

American Land Conservancy



American Rivers

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana

Ducks Unlimited

Environmental Defense



Friends of the Mississippi River

Great River Greening




Great Rivers Habitat Alliance

Great Rivers Land Trust



Green Lands, Blue Waters

Gulf Restoration Network



Illinois Stewardship Alliance

Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy

Iowa Environmental Council

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation


Lower Mississippi R. Conservation Committee

Minnesota Parks & Trails Council


Mississippi River Basin Alliance

Mississippi River N and R Corridor project 

Mississippi River Trail

National Audubon Society



National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

National Wildlife Federation



Nat’l Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium

River Action





St. Paul Riverfront Corporation

The Conservation Fund



The Nature Conservancy



The Wetlands Initiative



Trailnet





Trust for Public Land




US Bus. Council for Sustainable Development

US Fish & Wildlife Service



UMR Bluffland Alliance



West Wisconsin Land Trust
The new exhibits that will be created for the expansion of the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, the Great Rivers Center, will be developed with the participation of a network of 62 museums located in ten states along the Mississippi River.  The Museum & Aquarium has assembled this network of museums, including 11 in the state of Iowa.  The Museum & Aquarium invited the original 58 museums to an exhibit planning workshop in June, 2006.  Through a grant from Wisconsin Sea Grant program, the Museum & Aquarium was able to pay for transportation for these museums to the conference.  Twenty four of these museums were present in the two day planning workshop.  The key activity of this workshop was to plan the Rivers to the Sea exhibit.

The Great River Road Network of Museums and Interpretive Centers is proud to announce new wayfinding signs!  The first sign was installed in front of the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium.  The attractive new sign includes a map of the Mississippi River and lists the name and location of the 58 Great River Road network members.  The signs are being placed in front of each of the network locations, from as far north as the headwaters of the Mississippi River at Lake Itasca, and as far south as New Orleans.  The Iowa signs have additional information on the 10 network members within the state, from Effigy Mounds National Monument at Harper’s Ferry to the George M. Verity Riverboat Museum in Keokuk.  The Network also provides a branding tool, a 10 page full color brochure with information on each center.  

This project is funded in part by the National Scenic Byways program of the Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration.

The Museums who are participating in the Great River Road Network of Museums and Interpretive Centers are listed below. 
Minnesota

Itasca State Park

Forest History Center

Mill City Museum

Historic Fort Snelling

Minnesota History Center

Science Museum of MN/Mississippi River Visitor Center

National Eagle Center

Wisconsin

Great River Road Visitor and Learning Center

Riverside Museum

Stonefield Village

Villa Louis

Fort Crawford Museum

Iowa

Effigy Mounds Nat'l Monument

Iowa DNR Guttenberg Fish Hatchery and Aquarium

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium

Mines of Spain/E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center

Mississippi Valley Welcome Center

Putnam Museum of History & Natural Science

Nahant Marsh Education Center

Muscatine History and Industry Center

Toolsboro Indian Mounds & Museum

Old Fort Madison

George M. Verity Riverboat Museum

Illinois

Mississippi River Visitor's Center

Black Hawk State Historic Site

Villa Kathrine

Pere Marquette State Park Interpretive Center

National Great Rivers Museum

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site

Fort de Chartres State Historic Site

Pierre Menard St. Historic Site & Ft. Kaskaskia

US Custom House Museum

Missouri

Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum

Clarksville Visitor Center

Columbia Bottom Conservation Area

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial (The Arch)

Great River Road Interpretive Center

Trail of Tears State Park Visitor Center

Cape Girardeau Conservation Campus Nature Ctr

New Madrid Historical Museum

Kentucky

Wickliffe Mounds State Historic Site

Columbus-Belmont State Park

Tennessee

Reelfoot Lake State Park Visitor Center

Mississippi River Museum at Mud Island River Park

Chucalissa Museum

Arkansas

The Delta Cultural Center

Arkansas Post National Memorial

White River National Wildlife Refuge

Lake Chicot State Park

Mississippi

The Delta Blues Museum

Tunica RiverPark Museum

River Road Queen Welcome Center

Vicksburg National Military Park

Natchez Visitor Reception Center

Louisana

Poverty Point State Historic Site

Port Hudson State Commemorative Area

West Feliciana Historical Society Museum & Tourism Center

LSU Rural Life Museum and Windrush Gardens

Plaquemine Lock State Historic Site

Historic New Orleans Collection 

Louisiana State Museum

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park & Preserve

National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium

& Dubuque County Historical Society

350 E Third Street

Dubuque IA 52001

(563) 557-9545 

(563) 583-1241 - Fax


