
COASTAL AMERICA 2007 AWARDS PROGRAM
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD NOMINATION FORM
1. Name of Nominated Organization:   The Dow Chemical Company 

2.   Nomination Submitted by:


Patty Deutsche


Senior Manager, Public Affairs


The Dow Chemical Company


901 Loveridge Road


Pittsburg, CA  94565


Phone:  925-432-5576


Fax:  925-432-5710


E-mail:  pdeutsche@dow.com
3.  Contact Information for Organization:  Same as Above
4. Explain how the organization demonstrated leadership in establishing partnerships.

Dow has actively pursued strategic relationships to promote the Dow Wetlands Preserve, located in Pittsburg, California.  We have formed relationships with Lindsay Wildlife Museum, University of California Berkeley, Los Medanos College, Partners for the Watershed, Earth Team, Wildlife Habitat Council, and numerous other community and service organizations (to a variety of degrees) – all with the purpose of preserving the wetlands located along the shores of the San Joaquin River.  We (and they) take on such tasks as clean-up, plant management, wildlife habitat restoration, and environmental education.  Students from third grade through college-level conduct hands-on experiments on water, soil, and plants.
The partnerships are key in the success of this award-winning* Wetlands Preserve.  The Preserve is owned by Dow and is managed by a dedicated team of volunteers (Dow employees, retirees, and community members). The organizations listed above provide some of the manpower to complete the myriad of ongoing projects, but also, and sometimes more importantly, provide the opportunity for learning.  The teachers, docents, tour guides, even the parents, donating their time, enable students to experience nature firsthand in our “living laboratory.”  For many students, even those living in the area, their visits to the Wetlands are the first time they see the Delta up close, the first time they see the variety of bird life we have, sometimes even the first time they get their hands in the “muck.”
Our annual Environmental Fair brings more than 500 elementary school children to the Wetlands over a 2-day period.  While here they attend several “workshops” learning about the plants, the wildlife, the ecosystems, food chains, and the importance of our waterways.  

Similar activities occur throughout the year via 70-100 elementary school tours led by docents from our partner, Lindsay Wildlife Museum, impacting 2,000 - 4,000 students annually. 
We actively “mine” these partnerships and will continue to support these organizations in their efforts to promote and educate East County residents about the importance of protecting our Wetlands, waterways, and wildlife habitats.

*Dow’s Wetland Preserve has received more than 20 prestigious awards including the Wildlife Habitat Council’s Corporate Habitat of the Year (2000), Community Partner of the Year (2003), Corporate Lands for Learning of the Year (2006) and the State of California’s “Governors Environmental Award.”
5. Describe how the organization’s leadership efforts contribute to Coastal America’s mission to protect, preserve, and restore coastal resources.

Dow’s leadership began with the point of purchase in 1989 of 472 acres of land and its subsequent clean-up and restoration.  The acreage includes a 25-acre beaver pond that has been restored with riparian habitat, islands for ducks, turtles and otters.  Other improvements include recycled water irrigation for new plants, a nursery (to cultivate native plants), a forage field producing sunflowers and corn that feed the native animals and birds, and a functioning windmill to provide some of our water needs.  Viewing platforms built in 1991 and 1995 enable all visitors to get a “big-picture” view of the tidal wetlands and beyond to the San Joaquin River.  Each year, Dow’s Wetlands Team struggles to eliminate invasive species like hyacinth, which can choke the entire wetlands.  Even for this challenge, we partner with the California Department of Boating & Waterways to spray the invasive species, and have partnered with the San Francisco Estuary Institute to be a Hyacinth shredding test site. 
We are also a major sponsor of the Marine Science Institute, which moors the Research Vessel Brownlee at the Antioch Marina every March to enable the county’s 5th grade population (approximately 5,000 students) to explore and experience the Delta.  The dock is just adjacent to Dow’s Wetlands which serves as a “backdrop” for the students’ discovery tour.  The letters the students write upon the completion of their field trip extol the value of getting them out on the water.  They learn about plankton, fish in the Delta, the soil, the importance of water quality and what affects our water….all while having fun.
We feel strongly that the protection of our Wetlands isn’t solely the act of setting the land aside.  It is the active engagement and involvement and education of our youth.  By incorporating education in all we do, we will raise a generation that will value coastal California.
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