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Woodlands Trail and Park - ADDENDUM

Woodlands Trail and Park has worked for the past several years to educate themselves and the community about the environmental and cultural history of the peninsula that is the focus of their regional efforts.  Woodlands has identified stakeholders, identified the issues, developed numerous partnerships and relationships through outreach activities.   This research led to the development of a well-researched conceptual plan to connect low-lying public space to provide a contiguous corridor for habitat and low-impact recreation.  This plan includes pathways along the levee with "Front Porches" on the Mighty Mississippi at points of historic, educational and scenic significance. 

 

After several years of research, relationship building and background work, Woodlands Trail and Park’s efforts in "Creating a Legacy" for future generations edged into reality. 

· In 2002, Plaquemines Parish Government dedicated by Ordinance an 80' foot corridor of greenspace over 8 miles in length to Woodlands Trail and Park for the development of Woodlands Trail-America's Wetland Birding Trail. 

· In 2004, HUD funded an Environmental Assessment.  Woodlands Trail and Park and the EA Team convinced the government to agree to an Ordinance re-aligning the greenway corridor in order provide public exposure to wetlands but not go directly through them.  

· In 2004, an Ordinance was passed allowing the ten World War II Ammunition Magazines nestled in the forest along Woodlands Trail to be nominated as a National Historic Site. 
· In 2005, funding from Barrataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program was used to fund the construction of an Interpretive Kiosk and Entrance Sign.  The Kiosk was constructed by the students at the Alternative School in Plaquemines Parish and contains educational information on habitat and resident and migratory birds. 
· With supporting letters from DHH provided by Woodlands Trail and Park to Rep. Ernest Wooton, 110-acres of adjacent forested property were acquired during the 2005 state legislative session to allow the expansion of Woodlands Trail.  
· In May 2006, during America’s Wetlands Month, Woodlands Trail and Park received a Plaque from the Natural Areas Registry Program in recognition of the 609-acre tract of government owned land being dedicated as “Woodlands Trail and Park Bird Sanctuary”.  

· As of February, 2007, 13.7 miles of trails have been cleared and over 4-miles of that system is currently accessible and being used by the public on a regular basis.   

· Past efforts were piloted with area school children to incorporate educational benchmarks into their “outdoor classroom”.  These primarily involved activities surrounding the recognition of native and non-native species.  The current partnership effort to complete the full proposal for the “Woodlands Invasive Species Project” to the NFWF is incorporating this technique with plans to allow area classrooms to “adopt a grid” for long-term management and restoration activities.

· Woodlands is currently working with attorney’s from Tulane and Loyola on the development of a Land Trust and working with Dr. Barlow at the ACOE regarding the potential to utilize a parcel of land for mitigation banking.
· In March, 2007, University of Louisiana Lafayette Students in the Department of Renewable Resources began constructing and developing interpretive materials for a Kiosk located adjacent to the grouping of WWII Ammunition Magazines.
· Currently, FEMA has informed Woodlands Trail and Park that they have located an Administrative Building with bathroom facilities that can be placed adjacent to the trail site.  This will allow an on-site area for storage and a more visible presence during construction with the State and Federal funds recently awarded.  This will also allow easy access to educational materials when students arrive for field trips and educational components of the invasive species project.

Receipt of a Coastal America Award will bring increased attention to Woodlands Trail and Park’s proactive, smart growth efforts and help leverage the funding needed to move to the next phase - completing a detailed master plan of the entire regional effort for the peninsula.  

Recognition from Coastal America will reward and reinforce those partnerships and relationships that have allowed the Woodlands Trail and Park effort to move forward in implementing measures that are “Creating a Legacy” for future generations.  Louisiana has the nation’s attention; it would be nice for some of that to be for positive, smart growth, regional efforts that have been evolving for several years. 

