COASTAL AMERICA 2007 AWARDS PROGRAM

PARTNERSHIP / SPIRIT AWARD NOMINATION FORM

1. Name of Nominated Team:

Chugach National Forest and Youth Restoration Corps (YRC): Resurrection Creek Restoration Project 2006
2. Nomination Submitted by :

Alaska Regional Implementation Team (co-chair information as follows)

	Name
	Doug Mutter
	Jon Kurland

	Title
	Regional Environmental Assistant
	Assistant Regional Administrator

	Agency or Organization
	U.S. Department of the Interior
	NOAA fisheries, Alaska Region

	Address
	1689 C Street, Room 119
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
	PO Box 21668

Juneau, Alaska 99802

	Telephone
	(907) 271-5011
	(907) 586-7638

	FAX
	(907) 271-4102
	(907) 586-7358

	E-mail
	Douglas_Mutter@ios.doi.gov
	jon.kurland@noaa.gov


3. How did the team demonstrate the “value added” of a partnership effort? (i.e., How did this project or process accomplish what a single agency could not accomplish alone?)
The Resurrection Creek restoration project was conducted in 2005 and 2006.  The Chugach National Forest undertook this large-scale restoration effort in order to restore the channel, floodplain, and ecosystem of a one-mile reach of Resurrection Creek.  This included redistribution of large tailings piles that confined the channel, creation of a natural channel and side channels, and development of floodplains, spawning areas, pools, and habitat features.  While the Forest Service oversaw the design and construction aspects of this project, a partnership with the Youth Restoration Corps (YRC) provided the essential manpower to conduct the revegetation of the newly created floodplains and riparian areas.  This partnership was funded through the US Forest Service and the YRC corporate sponsors.
Through the month of June 2006, the Forest Service worked in partnership with the YRC to revegetate new floodplain areas created during the 2005 construction.  Seventeen teenagers, along with their adult group leaders, planted over 4,000 birch seedlings, 600 spruce seedlings, and 4,000 willow cuttings, and seeded the new floodplain areas.  These revegetation efforts will greatly speed the development of the floodplain, protect the banks and floodplains during high flows, and provide essential fish and wildlife habitat features.  The Forest Service could not have completed this level of revegetation without support from the YRC.  This partnership not only contributed to the restoration of the watershed to its fully functioning potential and the enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat, but it was also successful in involving community organizations in this restoration project and providing educational opportunities for youth.

The project provided an opportunity for private sector participation thorough members of the Corporate Wetland Restoration Program.  Money and equipment were donated to the project.  NC Machinery personnel worked closely with YRC providing expertise and assistance on the revegetation effort.
4. Describe the process or project you are nominating.  How is it creative or novel?
The 2005-2006 restoration of Resurrection Creek is one of the largest stream and riparian restoration projects ever conducted in Alaska.  This reach of Resurrection Creek was heavily impacted by historic placer mining activities that occurred in the area beginning in about 1895.  Hydraulic placer mining operations during the early 20th Century altered the course of the river and covered the floodplain with large tailings piles.  These tailings confined the stream to a steep, straightened, riffle-dominated channel with poor fish habitat.  The large gravel and cobble of the tailings piles prevented the natural recovery of the floodplain, riparian area, and channel.
Heavy equipment was used to reconstruct the stream channel and floodplains, moving over 140,000 cubic yards of tailings.  Five natural meander bends were constructed in a one-mile reach, over two miles of new side channels and ponds were constructed on the floodplains, and through the partnership with the YRC, 20 acres of newly created floodplains were replanted with native vegetation.  A scheduled watering plan helped ensure a high percentage of successful establishment of newly planted vegetation.  Fall and spring stream monitoring programs have been started with area schools to further promote stewardship. 
The incorporation of youth-supported restoration efforts is novel in that it allows for greater efficiency in conducting the bank and floodplain revegetation, and it provides excellent educational opportunities in stewardship activities for a wide range of youth.  Developing a strong ethic of natural resource stewardship for youth is very important for future protection of streams, rivers, and natural ecosystems in Alaska and elsewhere.  This project represents an ideal opportunity for learning that has not been previously available to Alaska youth.
5. What are the most significant achievements of the process or project?
As described above, the Resurrection Creek restoration project ultimately resulted in a naturally meandering channel with functional floodplains, side channels, abundant spawning habitat and slow-water rearing habitat, and complex habitat features such as log jams.  The results of restoration on Resurrection Creek are very positive.  The newly created channel easily handled the high flows of June 2006.  The response of the restoration by fish and wildlife is extremely encouraging.  Numerous harlequin ducks and bald eagles have moved into the areas around the deep pools that hold fish.  All five species of Pacific salmon have been observed in the restored channel and side channels, with over 4,000 salmon spawning in this reach in 2006.  Vegetation now flourishes throughout the project area, and this one-mile valley reach of Resurrection Creek now displays characteristics of a naturally functioning, self-maintaining ecosystem.  Human users along the Resurrection Pass trail can now gaze upon a natural appearing channel where once only indistinct tailings piles could be seen.  
Additional project details, including progress reports and monitoring reports can be viewed at the Resurrection Creek project website, at:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/news_releases/res_creek_rest.html
6. Explain how the process/project contributes Coastal America’s mission to protect, preserve, and restore coastal resources? 

Resurrection Creek is an important system that drains into Cook Inlet.  Five species of Pacific salmon use Resurrection Creek.  Prior to restoration, salmon would generally bypass this reach to spawn and rear in the more natural stream channel upstream of the project area.  This project not only improved the habitat conditions within Resurrection Creek, but it created over two miles of new habitat in side channels and ponds.  The partnership with YRC was essential to providing vegetation to protect the banks and floodplains, and develop additional habitat features.  Healthy riparian and floodplain vegetation is essential for hydrologic function as well as fish and wildlife habitat.  This project is highly visible to users of the Resurrection Pass Trail, and interpretive signs explain the restoration activities.  The partnership with the YRC helped develop strong resource stewardship ethics for local youths, and a partnership with local schools provides for long-term monitoring and education.  This project and its partnerships pave the way for additional future restoration efforts.  A continuation of this partnership is planned for additional revegetation work on Resurrection Creek in 2007.  Similar partnerships can be developed as part of potential future restoration projects on other reaches of Resurrection Creek and on other human-impacted streams on the Kenai Peninsula. 
7. Has the project/process been endorsed by the Coastal America Team? 

Yes, the Alaska Regional Implementation Team has endorsed the project/process.
8. Identify the team members, the team leader, and their agency affiliation.  Provide their mailing addresses. 
Federal Government

US Forest Service
Dave Blanchet, Hydrologist (Ret)
Chugach National Forest

3301 C Street, Suite 300

Anchorage, AK 99503

Team Leader:

Bill MacFarlane, Hydrologist
Chugach National Forest

3301 C Street, Suite 300

Anchorage, AK 99503

907-743-9434

wamacfarlane@fs.fed.us
Dean Davidson, Soil Scientist (Ret)
Chugach National Forest

3301 C Street, Suite 300

Anchorage, AK 99503

Brian Bair, Fisheries Biologist

TEAMS Planning Enterprise Unit
USDA Forest Service

181 McEvoy Lane

Stevenson, WA 98648

509-427-4288

bbair@fs.fed.us
NOAA Restoration Center
Erika Ammann

222 West 7th Avenue

Anchorage, Alaska 99513

907-271-5118

erika.ammann@noaa.gov 
Non-governmental Organizations

Fish America Foundation
Johanna Laderman

225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 420

Alexandria Virginia 22314 
Youth Restoration Corps

Elvira and Kelly Wolf


P.O Box 2416 

Kenai, Alaska 99611

907-262-1032
yrc@gci.net
CWRP  Members
BP Alaska Inc.
Allison Erikson

900 E. Benson

Anchorage, AK  99519

907-564-4132
Allison.Erickson@bp.com
NC Machinery
Jeff Scott

6450 Arctic Blvd.

Anchorage, AK  99518

907-561-1766
